


Childhoo Cologne

Erwin Schild was born on the 9° of
March 1920 in Kdin-Milheim, a suburb
of Cologne, as the son of Hamann
Schild and Hetli Meugaren. For his
pareaz hiz birth was & symbol of

happiness after the end of Warld War | 1933 er Wins = the Trouble
Erwin had a very good relationship with Jows Starts

them ard called them the “most
marvellous parents”. He also had a
brother and a sister. His brother Kurt
was born in 1912 and was very ialented
in music, His sistar Margat was btwo
yvears younger, Erwin developed a cloze
redationship fo her because the age-
difference was not 1oo big.

Hiz parents had a shoe store in which
they wera both equal business pariners.
In Milheim he lived in Wallstrale 43 in
a quite luxuriopus house where his
maother organised the household

When Hitler took over power in 1833,
the school system was changed. It
bacame based on racial theories and
national  soclallst  ideclogy.  The
exclusion of Jews began and they wara
reated as the lowest part of society.

His famiy would not emigrate when it
still was possible, They didn't take Hitler
geriously and they thought that he
wouldn't be able to keep his threats.
Like many other people, they balieved
that the tme of lhe nalional socialist
government would soon be over.

When he celebraied his bar mifzvah (a
ceramony and celebration for & Jewish
boy, who has reached the age of 13 at
which he accepts the responsibiliies of
an adult) in March 1533, he developed
into & grown man In Jewish obligations.
The political situation was nol a suitable
environment for a celebration, bul yet
thay had a party.

In 1935 the Muremberg Laws wars
passed and the situation of the Schild
family starled to worsen. Despite the
Muremberg Laws, most leachers and
ghudenis, even those who had turmed
into Mazis, were still fair to Erwin. 5o he
didn't have big problems and remalned
the best stwdent im  his class.
Mevertheless, he could not fit in the Nazi
schoal system; besides it got more and
more difficult for a Jewish student io go
1o & normal Gymaasium, and so decided
fo Isave the Realgymnasium, He
entered a Jewish Gymnasium, the
Jawneh, where he stayed from 1935-36.
Since Jewish teachers were no longer
allowed to work in general schools, the
director could hire the best Jewish
teachers. There the currculum didn't
admit any Hitler-education and the
school-level was very high. The transfer
was challenging but 1 was a place
whera he could share the Jewish forluna
with other colleagues and It was
something like a “refuge”. He had a
wery fuffilled fife and since Cologne was
not known for vicleni anti-Semitism he
was able to grow spiritually. However,
when the direcior of the Jawneh high
school wanted to prepare the students
for emigration 1o Great Britain, and
therefare change the curriculum for the
German  Abifur  to  the  British
matriculation, he feared that he could
pot finish his Abiur. So he applied o

Erwin and his mother Hetti

Erwin, Margot, Kurt

Picture postcard: Erwin's family
Home & store in the city of Miilheim

Educa nd Scho

Erwin never went to a kindergarien, but
had a "Kindermddchen” - a governess,
Anna Winierschladen. She was wery
vourng when she cama info their
household. She was  exiremaely
conservalive and encouraged the Schild
children o read and write. Erwin
possessad these abiities long before he
entered the Evangelizche Volksschuwle,
the Protesiani Elementary School,
which was a Christian School. He went
there because there was no Jewish
elamentary school in Mufheim. Erwin
was 8 very good student and read a ot
im his free time. In second grade he
started his Jewish education st the
syrmagogue.

At age 10 he entered the *Gpmnasivm’
— high school. Despite preferring the
humanistic Gypmnasium, his parents
chose lo send him to a Realgymnasiim,
where the curriculum concaentrated on
modern languages. He later would see
that his parents had been right, and he
profited from thesr decision. In the
Gymnagium he was the Primus - head
of his class. His first three years there
were full of happiness and joy.

Second-grade class in elementary
school in Milheim 1927

The synagogue in
Koéln-Mialheim
Before its destruction

changa to a normal Gymnasium and
was accepted. In 1937, when Hitler had
50 much power, this seemed a miracie
So Erwin went lo 8 Gymnasium for one
year until 1938 and finished his Abitur
After thal he was frighiened by the
sydden void that appeared. For him
there was no fulure but fear, because he
didn't know what would happan under
the Hitler regime

The class where Erwin could
finish his ,Abitur*



The last family picture before
he went to Holland
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Rhine steamboat excursion,
Kurt, Erwin, Hetti, Hermann



Wedding of Erwin Schild & Laura
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